THE   ' CULTURKAMPF.'

which Providence has endowed the Centrum in the place
of the national feeling of other peoples is stronger than the
Pope, not in a council without laymen, but on the battle-
field of parliamentary and literary struggles inside Ger-
many.    Whether this would also be the case if the Papal
influence attempted to impose itself without regard to com-
peting forces, such as that of the Jesuits, is a question
which I leave unanswered, without entering into the sub-
ject of the State-Secretary Cardinal Franchi's sudden deathu
It has been said of Russia: go^ivernement adsolu tempM
par le regicide.     Would a Pope who went too far in his
disregard of the competing forces in Church politics be
safer from ecclesiastical 'Nihilists1 than the Czar?    Op-
posed to bishops, assembled in the Vatican, the Pope is
strong, and when he marches with the Jesuits stronger than
when he seeks beyond the bounds of his own capital to
break down the opposition of the lay Jesuits, who are wont
to be the supporters of parliamentary Catholicism.

The beginning of the Culturkampf'was decided for me
preponderantly by its Polish side. Since the abandon-
ment of the policy of the Flottwells and Grolmanns, since
the solidification of the Radziwill influence upon the King
and the establishment of the ' Catholic section' in the
Ministry of Public Worship, statistical data proved beyond
doubt the rapid progress of the Polish nationality at the
expense of the Germans in Posen and West Prussia, and
in Upper Silesia the so far sturdy Prussian element of the
'Wasserpolacken' became Polonised; Schaffranek was
elected there to the Diet, and it was he who, speaking in